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John 16:1-33 
 
 
The more time I spend in these chapters, the more things I begin to see; dots start connecting 
with other scriptures. As I have been preparing, and working, and reading I feel to say that these 
chapters are probably more important than we think they are. These chapters, John 13-17, are 
Christ’s explanation of the atonement, and they are about what we need to know and understand. 
 
Last time we were together we only got a little way into John 16, and this will be just a short 
review. Christ has about 12 friends or his Twelve Apostles. Of these 12 friends He has three really 
good friends — Peter, James, and John. Of these good friends, He has a best friend — John. He 
was called “John the Beloved”.  
 
I got to thinking about this not long ago, and just like we need to repent from our sins, we might 
also need to repent from the people we hang out with. Is our relationships producing a positive 
and beneficial outcome or are they detrimental to our well-being and progress? As these chapters 
are dealing with relationships, I asked myself that question. As Christ is talking to and teaching 
His Apostles, He is actually talking to those whom the Apostles will be teaching and training. 
John 16 is a training manual of sorts.  Listen in as Christ tells these Apostles what they can expect 
after He is gone. 
 

1 These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended.  
2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that 
whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.  

 
We see this same attitude within many of the “Born Again” churches and their attitude toward 
the Church and her members. Many of the ministers in these congregations are very vocal in 
their condemnation of the Church. I mentioned before that I listen to a “Christian” radio station 
quite often. (Christian Satellite Network — CSN.  You can find it at 91.9 on your radio dial.) About 
every 30 minutes there will be some Anti-Mormon advertisements, believing they are doing God 
a favor. I’ve even seen a suburban travelling on Highway 60, and on the back portion of the 
wagon there is written, in very large letters, STOP THE MORMONS! 
 

3 And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the 
Father, nor me.  

 
 The Greatest Threat to a true believer is Not 
 the non-believers or Atheists, but the 
Christians ‘Christians’, and in more particular — the 
 the Ministers. 

 
 
In Christ’s day, it was the Jewish leaders who were 
actually condemning the Christians. These leaders 
believed in the same God —not knowing who He is. 
 
 

 
  



 
These next verses Christ begins talking about the Father.  He is speaking to His disciples things 
about the Father that we hardly ever mention today.  Jesus is establishing the relationship with 
the Father.  These chapters depict six (6) different entities and our relationship to them, and in 
chapter 17, we will see this more in particular. 
 

4 But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may 
remember that I told you of them. And these things I said not unto you at the 
beginning, because I was with you.  

 
Jesus is leading up to the fact that He is about ready to leave them. He is telling them these things 
now rather than in the beginning.   This is where we left off last time: 
 

5 But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, 
Whither goest thou?  
6 But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart.  
7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for 
if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will 
send him unto you.   (Par-a-cle’-te — the Greek word for the Holy Ghost) 

 
Brother Nibley adds his commentary from the Greek: 
 

    

 
 
We see the fulfillment of this statement about 50 days after the resurrection — on the day of 
Pentecost (see Acts 2:1-13). 
 
Question: Why would not the Holy Ghost come before Jesus ascends into heaven? 
 
A: Because a member of the Godhead is already with these Apostles. We learn in scripture that 
the testimony of the Holy Ghost is stronger than a vision of Christ (Matt 12:31-32; Mark 3:28-
29).  In these next verses Christ begins talking about this Par-a-cle’-te. What Christ is saying is, 
“Even though I am going, I will not be leaving you alone — I will send the Comforter (this 
Paraclete).” Joseph Smith tells us in D&C 130:22, speaking of the Godhead, that: 
 

22 The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s; the Son also; but 
the Holy Ghost has not a body of flesh and bones, but is a personage of Spirit. 
Were it not so, the Holy Ghost could not dwell in us. 

 
Mission of the Holy Ghost 
 

8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world 
    (1) of sin, and  
    (2) of righteousness, and  
    (3) of judgment:  



     
    

                                   Moses 6:60 
                                           60  For by the water ye keep the commandment; 
                                                  by the Spirit ye are justified, 
                                                  and by the blood ye are sanctified; 
 

The Spirit will either “justify” you, i.e., bring forth evidence, of your personal 
righteousness or the Spirit will “justify” you of your personal wickedness. 

 
9   Of sin, because they believe not on me; 

 

      
After everything Jesus has done, after all the miracles, after all the healings, and after all His 
teachings, it is a sin NOT to believe on Him. 

 
10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 

     
       

 
11  Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.          

        
 

   

 
 

Here, Christ speaks of reproving the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment. These are 
among the purposes of the Holy Ghost. 

 
12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.  
 
13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come,  
      (4) he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but   
             whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and  
      (5) he will shew you things to come.  

 
   

 
Jesus continues to explain why it is better for Him to leave than to stay because the Spirit of 
truth will come. He is still explaining the benefits of having the Holy Ghost come after He 
leaves. This explains why a witness from the Holy Ghost is more binding than even a vision 
of Christ. The witness of the Holy Ghost is also a witness from God. The Holy Ghost only 
speaks what He hears from either the Father or from the Son. He is the Spirit of truth because 
He will be receiving all truth from Christ or the Father. 

The world has accepted 

wickedness as its standard. 



 
      14 He shall (6) glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.         

  

 
 
As mentioned earlier, the six (6) different entities Christ is talking about in these chapters are: 

The Father — The Son — The Holy Ghost — The Apostles — The Church — The Individual 
 
These chapters are about the relationship we have with Christ and the Atonement and in that 
relationship, we have a relationship with the Father, the Holy Ghost as well as with each other 
and the Church.  To summarize, the 6 benefits of having the Holy Ghost come are as follows: 
 

 8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world 
    (1) of sin, and  
    (2) of righteousness, and  
    (3) of judgment:  

13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come,  
    (4) he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but   
             whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and  
    (5) he will shew you things to come.  

14 He shall  
          (6) glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

 
Question: Was there a point in time when the Apostles figured out what their mission and 

calling actually entailed? 
 
I think that did not occur until Pentecost. As an example, Peter had always been impetuous. He 
told Christ to wash his whole body and not just his feet; he challenged Christ when he saw Him 
walking on the water by saying, “If it really be you, then bid me to come unto thee”. He was the 
one who cut the ear off one of the soldiers who arrested Christ, and of course, he denied even 
knowing Christ not once but three times. But…at Pentecost, we see a change had come over Peter 
during those 50 days. After the resurrection, Christ returned and taught the Apostles for 40 days. 
Peter is a changed man; he is the leader and President of the Church.  
 

 
15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of 
mine, and shall shew it unto you.  

  
 
The concepts of the Holy Ghost are also found in our Book of Mormon:  See 1 Nephi 10:17 
 

 17 And it came to pass after I, Nephi, having 
heard all the words of my father, concerning the 
things which he saw in a vision, and also the 
things which he spake by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, which power he received by 
faith on the Son of God—and the Son of God 
was the Messiah who should come— 
 

Lehi received the power of the 

Holy Ghost because of his faith on 

the Son of God.  
(This is a doctrine we don’t often 
talk about.)  

The Son of God was the Messiah 

who should come. 



 
 
I, Nephi, was desirous also that I might see, and 
hear, and know of these things, by the power 
of the Holy Ghost, which is the gift of God 
unto all those who diligently seek him, as 
well in times of old as in the time that he should 
manifest himself unto the children of men. 

 
1 Nephi 10:18-19 
 

18 For he is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever; and the way is prepared for 
all men from the foundation of the world, if it so be that they repent and come 
unto him.  
19 For he that diligently seeketh shall find; and the mysteries of God shall be 
unfolded unto them, by the power of the Holy Ghost, as well in these times 
as in times of old, and as well in times of old as in times to come; wherefore, the 
course of the Lord is one eternal round.  

 
Remember, Jesus explained to the Apostles that the Holy Ghost would show things that are to 
come (John 16:13). The power of the Holy Ghost is acquired by those who diligently seek Him 
and exercise faith in that atonement. 
 
Question: It seems like the ‘mysteries of God’ are always there except they are hidden.  
 
If you are seeking for further light and truth, and if you are exercising faith in Christ and you are 
trying to come unto Him, then yes, the mysteries will open up. But it is not just, “POOF”, a 
mystery is revealed! It is “line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little, there a little.” As you 
are prepared for further light and truth, then the scriptures open up and the dots start connecting 
in ways you had not thought of before. This is what I meant as we began class — I am seeing 
things in these chapters I had not seen before. 
 
Comment: If all we know about God and Jesus Christ are what someone else has told us then 

we are on sandy ground. 
 
You are right! This is why I am saying that these chapters are among the most important within 
our standard works. The Holy Ghost and the power thereof can lead us to all truth, and we can 
know all things as fast as we are prepared to receive them.  
 
Nephi concludes his book… 
 
2 Nephi 32:2-3 
 

2 Do ye not remember that I said unto you that after ye had received the Holy 
Ghost ye could speak with the tongue of angels? And now, how could ye speak 
with the tongue of angels save it were by the Holy Ghost?  
3 Angels speak by the power of the Holy Ghost; wherefore, they speak 
the words of Christ. Wherefore, I said unto you, feast upon the words of Christ; 
for behold, the words of Christ will tell you all things what ye should do.  

 

The power of the Holy Ghost is a 

gift of God unto all those who 

diligently seek Him in faith. 

 
This is a doctrinal concept that teaches us 
that receiving the ordinance is not 
sufficient to produce the power unless we 
are seeking in faith or diligence. Those 

actions activate the power of the Holy 
Ghost. 



Notice the distinction on these next verses by Nephi’s use of the word “these”. Nephi is teaching 
sound doctrine; he is emphasizing the importance of the words of Christ as they pertain to the 
power of the Holy Ghost and their importance to our understanding. 
 
2 Nephi 32:4-5 
 

4 Wherefore, now after I have spoken these words, if ye cannot understand them 
it will be because ye ask not, neither do ye knock; wherefore, ye are not brought 
into the light, but must perish in the dark.  
5 For behold, again I say unto you that if ye will enter in by the way, and 
receive the Holy Ghost, it will show unto you all things what ye should 
do.  

 
2 Nephi 33:10-11 
 

10 And now, my beloved brethren, and also Jew, and all ye ends of the earth, 
hearken unto these words and believe in Christ; and if ye believe not in these 
words believe in Christ. And if ye shall believe in Christ ye will believe in these 
words, for they are the words of Christ, and he hath given them unto me; 
and they teach all men that they should do good.  
11 And if they are not the words of Christ, judge ye—for Christ will show unto 
you, with power and great glory, that they are his words, at the last day; and you 
and I shall stand face to face before his bar; and ye shall know that I have been 
commanded of him to write these things, notwithstanding my weakness.  

 
The scriptures are the words of Christ! 

 
2 Nephi 33:12-14 
 

12 And I pray the Father in the name of Christ that many of us, if not all, may be 
saved in his kingdom at that great and last day.  
13 And now, my beloved brethren, all those who are of the house of Israel, and all 
ye ends of the earth, I speak unto you as the voice of one crying from the dust: 
Farewell until that great day shall come.  
14 And you that will not partake of the goodness of God, and respect the words of 
the Jews (the Bible), and also my words (The Book of Mormon), and the words 
which shall proceed forth out of the mouth of the Lamb of God (3rd Nephi), behold, 
I bid you an everlasting farewell, for these words (The Book of Mormon) shall 
condemn you at the last day. (See 3 Ne 27:25-26) 

 
That last statement, to a Latter-day Saint ought to be scary. Don’t worry about the non-members 
because we’re going to be judged from the words from the Book of Mormon. We’re going to be 
judged from the words we have been given, and if we do not ‘respect’ the words of the Book 
of Mormon, as Nephi says, they shall condemn us at the last day. 
 
Getting back to John 16: 
 

16 A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall 
see me, because I go to the Father.  

 
 



17 Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What is this that he 
saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a 
little while, and ye shall see me: and, Because I go to the Father?  
18 They said therefore, What is this that he saith, A little while? we cannot 
tell what he saith. ????????? 

                      
         Jesus’ words went over their heads—they had no clue what He meant! 

 
19 Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said unto them, 
Do ye enquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and ye shall not 
see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me?  
20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world 
shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into 
joy.  [For reference to Enoch below, see Moses 7:25-32) 

 

   
Jesus, in vs. 21-23, explains what He is talking about so they might understand. 
 

21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but 
as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the 
anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world.  
22 And ye now therefore have sorrow (because I am going away): but I will see 
you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.  
23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. (Because of 
the Holy Ghost and their purification) 

     
          

Jesus is alluding to the time when He will return after His resurrection. This period of time 
wherein He teaches only the Apostles is known as His 40 Day Ministry (see Acts 1:3). 
 
Just as Jesus explained to the Apostles, the sorrow we might feel at the death of a loved one, we 
will have joy because death, like birth, is an event we live through, and we will recognize the 
reality of eternity! Once we understand the reality that death is an event we live through, we can 
then testify, as did Alma that the righteous shall rest from all their troubles, cares, and sorrow 
(See Alma 40:12). Jesus comforts the Apostles in that they will see Him again and no one will be 
able to take that joy from them. When we get to the other side we will understand and 
comprehend that reality exists only in the realm of the sacred. When we meet those who have 
passed on before, our reunion will be as though there had never been any time away since we 
were separated. 

(See D&C 50:28-30) 



 
24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that 
your joy may be full.  

   
(Remember, this conversation started in the upper room, and continues as they 
make their way down to the Garden of Gethsemane.) 

 
From this point on Jesus begins to teach the Apostles (and us) about the relationship they 
(we) need to have with the Father, and the relationship the Church needs to have with the 
Father. He tells them that they could expect further instruction for the time when He is no 
longer with them and what will pertain to the administration of the Church. He is letting them 
know that the time will come where in they will not misunderstand what He will be teaching 
them. Much of this instruction is found in what is called the 40-Day literature. 
 

25 These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but the time cometh, 
when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall shew you 
plainly of the Father. (see John 17:8-10) 
26 At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will 
pray the Father for you: (in the intercessory prayer: John 17) 

 

   
27 For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and 
have believed that I came out from God.  

   
Our whole relationship with the Father comes because of our relationship with and our belief in 
Christ. The power in healing (in scripture) is because of our faith in Jesus Christ. Our control 
over Satan is in the name of Jesus Christ. To have a relationship with Christ is also to have a 
relationship with the Father. Jesus explains to the Apostles because they have loved Him, the 
Father also loveth them! Understanding this concept is the beginning process of receiving eternal 
life. Even the forgiveness of our sins comes because of the Father, as taught in Moroni 10:33:  
 

“…ye are sanctified in Christ by the grace of God, through the shedding of the blood 
of Christ, which is in the covenant of the Father unto the remission of your 
sins, that ye become holy, without spot.”  

 
Christ paid for our sins, but it is in the covenant of the Father that gives us that remission. As we 
change our character through and by our faith in Christ, the covenant of the Father is activated 
for the remission of our sins. 

 
28 I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I 
leave the world, and go to the Father.  



 
This statement is similar to what Jesus declared to Nicodemus in John 3:13:  
 

13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from 
heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. 
 

(He was actually talking bout the pre-existence.) He declared that He had been with the Father 
before — He was here now — and He was returning to the Father. You want to put a cog in a 
‘Born Again’s’ thinking? Just ask them what God was doing before He ever created the world? 
Or…ask what He is going to do after all is said and done, and we’re all where we’re supposed to 
be? They don’t believe He ever created another world, nor that He is going to create another one 
afterwards. 
 

29 His disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest 
no proverb.  
30 Now are we sure that thou knowest all things, and needest not that 
any man should ask thee: by this we believe that thou camest forth from 
God.  

   
 
  There’s a great statement in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 6:8), which says: 
 
                 … for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. 
 
  IF that is true, then why do we pray?  A: Because we are asking God to be a part of our life. He    
  already knows what it is we want, yet we need to ask so that He might be a part of our life. 
 

31 Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe?  
32 Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, 
every man to his own, (see Mark 14:50) and shall leave me alone: and yet I am 
not alone, because the Father is with me.  

 
  33 These things I have spoken unto you, 

that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation: 
but be of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world. 

 

Jesus is trying to give them comfort 
by reminding them that everything 
He has told them up to this point is 
that they might have peace. He 
assures them that they don’t need to 
worry about the tribulations to come. 


