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John 17:1-3 
 
 
As we finished up Chapter 16, Jesus was comforting His Apostles and giving them assurances 
that in Him they might have peace, but in the world, they would have tribulation.  Even then, 
they should not worry because He had already told them what they could expect after He was 
gone. John 16:33 is a key verse in what He has been teaching them and why He has been 
teaching the things He has told them: 
 

These things I have spoken unto you, 
that in me ye might have peace. 

In the world ye shall have tribulation: 
but be of good cheer; 

I have overcome the world. 
 

It is a reminder of what He taught during the Sermon on the Mount:  See Matthew 6: 
 

25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or 
what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more 
than meat, and the body than raiment? 
  
31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? 
or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?  
 
34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.  

 
It would be but a small moment (D&C 122:4 & 9) that they would have sorrow, but they would 
have joy because they would all see Him again! 
 
 
John 17 — Known as the Intercessory Prayer   
— Notice the significant number of personal pronouns spoken in this chapter. 
 

1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the 
hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:  
2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give 
eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. (This comes back to the 
covenant of the Father — those who accept Christ are those whom the Father hath 
given Him.) 

 
Again, Brother Hugh Nibley’s commentary is included. 
 

 
   

 



Here is something to notice about the first verse: Jesus is talking about a mutual glorification 
between Himself and His Father — it is a ‘mutual embrace’ of sorts: “glorify thy Son, that thy 
Son also may glorify thee.”  We see the same concept revealed in D&C 132:31: 
 

“…and by this law is the continuation of the works of my Father, wherein he 
glorifieth himself. 

 
See? By Christ’s exaltation and by our exaltation the glory received and given is “mutual”. When 
we receive the glory of God, then the Father is also glorified by our receipt of that same glory; 
which is what the verse in D&C 132 is talking about. 
 
Question: What does the word, ‘glorify’, in the Greek mean? 
 
It means to put above everything else — to esteem. The definition of deity is the motivating 
force in your life. To give glory to God is to make Him the motivating force in our life. (See D&C 
20:36; 65:6; 75:5; 76:115-119) When we receive the Father’s glory, i.e., exaltation — we will be 
able to do the same things He has done and will continue to do. Another connection is found in 
D&C 88:67 — “And if your eye be single to my glory, your whole bodies shall be filled with 
light, and there shall be no darkness in you; and that body which is filled with light 
comprehendeth all things.” 
 
Comment: There seems to be a connection between those conversations in Moses 4 wherein 

Satan boasts that he would be able to redeem all mankind, and in doing so 
demanded to receive the Father’s honor. Then the Beloved Son says, “Father, thy 
will be done, and the glory be thine forever.” (Moses 4:1-2) 

 
Yes, that is a great connection between what is going on here and in that Council in Heaven. 
That’s a good one. Here, in the Garden of Gethsemane, is where Christ suffers and bleeds from 
every pore (Mosiah 3:7), and it is where that war is won. Not many hours later, Jesus hangs 
from the cross, dies, completes the atonement, and afterwards is resurrected (Alma 33:22). 
That war in heaven is won. The will of the Father was obeyed. As John continues, Jesus says: 
 

3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent.  
 

Our exaltation hinges upon us knowing God the Father, AND Jesus Christ whom He sent. Our 
exaltation hinges upon knowing who God is, how He is, why He is, and Christ, whom He hath 
sent. Nibley comments:  

   
 
John 17:3 actually has reference to John’s opening chapter — See the JST John 1 below. John 
wants his readers to establish their relationship with the Father, and the Son and the Gospel. 
 

1 In the beginning was the gospel preached through the Son. And the gospel was 
the word, and the word was with the Son, and the Son was with God, 
and the Son was of God.  
2 The same (the Gospel, the Word, and the Son) was in the beginning with God.  



3 All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made which was 
made.  
4 In him was the gospel, and the gospel was the life, and the life was the 
light of men; 

 
The Gospel is connected directly to the atonement and the Resurrection. In Jesus was the 
Gospel: Faith, Repentance, Baptism, and the Gift of the Holy Ghost. The Gospel is the life and 
light of mankind. The embodiment of the Gospel is Jesus Christ, and the Gospel is the light and 
life of mankind. Understanding the Gospel gives us an endowment of power over our life. The 
Gospel shines in the world and gives us purpose in life. It also teaches us how to expand our 
purpose in life into exaltation in the world to come. 
 

5 And the light (Gospel) shineth in the world, and the world perceiveth it not. 
 
9 Which was the true light, (Gospel) which lighteth every man who cometh into 
the world; 
10 Even the Son of God. He who was in the world, and the world was made by 
him, and the world knew him not.  
11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God; only to them who believe on his name.  

 
The Power to Become 
 
“To become the sons (and daughters) of God” is talked about in our Book of Mormon in several 
places — See Mosiah 27:25; 3 Nephi 9:17; Ether 3:14; Moroni 7:26, 48.  This doctrine is also 
seen in D&C 11:30; 25:1; 34:3; 35:2; 45:8, and in the Pearl of Great Price we see in Moses 6:68 
where the Lord tells Adam that because of his belief in Christ and in the Gospel that he also was 
declared a son of God, further teaching that all who follow the same course found in Moses 
6:47-68, may hear the same declaration: “and thus may all become my sons”.  Further, in Moses 
7:1, we see Enoch teaching his people these very things, and “many believed and became the 
sons of God.” When you start looking for it, you will see this doctrine is found throughout the 
scriptures. 
 

As mentioned earlier our belief in and 
acceptance of and obedience to the Gospel 
also teaches us how to expand our purpose 
in life into our exaltation in the world to 
come. When we stand at the veil of the 
Temple, we are declaring we have been 
true and faithful and desire to become His 
sons and daughters. We desire to become 
one-with-God, we have accepted the 
Gospel, we have been true and faithful — 
we are worthy to become His sons and 
daughters. Therefore, we can be embraced 
by Him. The word, atonement, means to 
embrace. 
 

 



In all languages of the near east (see above) we see the nearly identical words that describe the 
word embrace or becoming one with God. When we have been true and faithful in all things, 
we embrace God, becoming one with God. He declares us as His son or daughter, embracing 
us, thus becoming one with Him, receiving the powers that make God God. We enter into His 
presence as a son of daughter of God — as an heir and a joint heir with Jesus Christ — to receive 
all that the Father hath.  This is when the atonement takes place. 
 
Question:  Could you distinguish further the term ‘son or daughter of God’, recognizing that 

all of us, without qualification, are sons and daughters of God by virtue of His 
spirit parentage. 

 
Joseph Smith explained that concept in your question considerably different. Rather than take 
time to explain it, I invite you to go to your Priesthood / Relief Society Manual of 2008 on the 
Teachings the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith. Go to Chapter 17, which is titled, The 
Plan of Salvation. On page 209 through 211 you will see the explanation given pertaining to the 
eternal nature of spirits. The quotes given in that section are only a portion of what is in Joseph 
Smith’s teachings.  
 
Question:  If the word, atonement, means to embrace in all those other languages, where 

did the word ‘atonement’ come from? 
 
The word, atonement, — at-one-ment — is an Old English word used in the 1500’s. The New 
Testament translators more often used the Latin word, re-con-cilio, which means “to be seated 
again with”. You will see the phrase, “to be reconciled unto God” or “be reconciled with God”. 
Our Book of Mormon uses phrases such as embracing or clasping or encircling in 2 Ne 1:15; 
Nephi asks the Lord to “encircle him in the robes of His righteousness” (2 Ne 4:33). We see 
other references in 2 Ne 9:14; Mosiah 16:12; Alma 5:33; 34:16; and in Mormon 5:11; 6:17. 
 
JST John 1 continued… 
 

13 He was born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. (Jesus came to the earth because of the will of God.) 

14 And the same word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.  
(The Greek word for “Only Begotten” means “the Unique One”.) 

 
In this next part of today’s class, I’d like to talk a little more about that Council in Heaven that 
John mentions in John 1:1 “In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.”  John (and Moses) is talking about this Council in Heaven.  
 
The Council discusses the following: The Word is there, the Word needs to come down to the 
earth. How will the Gospel and the Plan of salvation come to the earth? Someone will be needed 
to represent that Plan of Salvation. Someone will have to establish that atonement and 
resurrection and make sure it will happen. Death needs to take place — how will all these things 
be accomplished? The Word, the Plan, the Gospel needs to be made flesh. The sacrifice that will 
take place must be one of the Gods, because a man or beast will not be sufficient. How will all 
this be accomplished?  In the Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith we see these following 
quotes pertaining to this verse and the also the same verse that opens the Bible in Genesis. 
The Meaning of the Hebrew Scriptures 



 

I shall comment on the very first Hebrew word in the Bible; I will make a comment 
on the very first sentence of the history of the creation in the Bible—Berosheit. I 
want to analyze the word. Baith— in, by, through, and everything else. Rosh—the 
head. Sheit—grammatical termination. When the inspired man wrote it, he did not 
put the baith there. An old Jew without any authority added the word; he thought 
it too bad to begin to talk about the head! It read first, “The head one of the Gods 
brought forth the Gods.” That is the true meaning of the words. . . . Thus the head 
God brought forth the Gods in the grand council. 
 

The head God called together the Gods and sat in grand council to bring forth the 
world. (See Abraham 3:24-25, “… and we will make an earth whereon these may 
dwell. And we will prove them herewith, to see if they will do all things the Lord their 

God shall command them.”) The grand councilors sat at the head in yonder heavens 
and contemplated the creation of the worlds which were created at the time. (TPJS 
p 348-349) 

 
A Council of the Gods 
 

In the beginning, the head of the Gods called a council of the Gods; and they came 
together and concocted a plan to create the world and people it.  When we begin to 
learn this way, we begin to learn the only true God, (John 17:3) and what kind of a 
being we have got to worship (D&C 93:19). Having a knowledge of God, we begin 
to know how to approach him, and how to ask so as to receive an answer. When we 
understand the character of God, and how to come to him, he begins to unfold the 
heavens to us, and to tell us all about it. When we are ready to come to him (D&C 
88:63), he is ready to come to us.  (TPJS, p 349-350) 

 
Scriptural Interpretation 
 

The head God organized the heavens and the earth. I defy all the world to refute 
me. In the beginning the heads of the Gods organized the heavens and the earth. 
Now the learned priests and the people rage, and the heathen imagine a vain thing. 

If we pursue the Hebrew text further, it reads, “The head one of the Gods said, Let 
us make a man in our own image.” I once asked a learned Jew, “If the Hebrew 
language compels us to render all words ending in heim in the plural, why not 
render the first Eloheim plural?” He replied, “That is the rule with few exceptions; 
but in this case it would ruin the Bible.” He acknowledged I was right. I came here 
to investigate these things precisely as I believe them. Hear and judge for 
yourselves; and if you go away satisfied, well and good. (TPJS, p 372) 
 
In the very beginning the Bible shows there is a plurality of Gods beyond the power 
of refutation. It is a great subject I am dwelling on. The word Eloheim ought to be 
in the plural all the way through—Gods. The heads of the Gods appointed one God 
for us; and when you take [that] view of the subject, its sets one free to see all the 
beauty, holiness and perfection of the Gods. All I want is to get the simple, naked 
truth, and the whole truth. (1843-44: TPJS, p 372) 

 
The Spiritual Creation Defined 



Before we close, let’s read Abraham 5:1-5.  These verses talk about the Council in Heaven and 
the spiritual creation that took place. 
 

1 And thus we will finish the heavens and the earth, and all the hosts of them.  
2 And the Gods said among themselves: On the seventh time we will end our 
work, which we have counseled; and we will rest on the seventh time from all 
our work which we have counseled.  
3 And the Gods concluded upon the seventh time, because that on the seventh time 
they would rest from all their works which they (the Gods) counseled among 
themselves to form; and sanctified it. And thus were their decisions at the time 
that they counseled among themselves to form the heavens and the earth.  
4 And the Gods came down and formed these the generations of the heavens and 
of the earth, when they were formed in the day that the Gods formed the earth and 
the heavens,  
5 According to all that which they had said concerning every plant of the field 
before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew; for the Gods 
had not caused it to rain upon the earth when they counseled to do them, and 
had not formed a man to till the ground.  

 
Abraham provides greater insight into the spiritual creation than does Moses 3:5. 
 

5 And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field 
before it grew. For I, the Lord God, created all things, of which I have spoken, 
spiritually, before they were naturally upon the face of the earth. For I, the Lord 
God, had not caused it to rain upon the face of the earth. And I, the Lord God, had 
created all the children of men; and not yet a man to till the ground; for in heaven 
created I them; and there was not yet flesh upon the earth, neither in the water, 
neither in the air; 

 
Moses writes from a past tense point of view; Abraham provides a point of view that is written 
in a future tense — things that will happen as the Gods had said. Eternal truth is a knowledge 
of things as they were, as they are, and as they are to come (D&C 93:24). The creation account 
from Moses is from a past tense point of view.  The Creation account in the Temple is given in 
the present tense, and Abraham writes from a future point of view, thus providing greater 
insight and answers to our questions pertaining to our purpose and life on this earth. 
 
What Joseph Smith has given us in his teachings is the very same thing we find in Abraham 
5:1-5. Thus, the “spirit creation” is the planning stages in that Council in Heaven by the Council 
of the Gods to create the heavens and the earth. It was not the creation of the spirits of man, 
because the spirits of man “have no beginning; they existed before, and they shall exist after for 
they are eternal” (Abraham 3:18). 
 
Remember, Christ told His Apostles (and us) that “this is life eternal, to know God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom He hath sent.” In this chapter 17, Jesus is teaching the Apostles about the 
relationship and the understanding they need to have with and about God, as He prays for 
them. The Church is true, and far and above that, the Gospel is true. Jesus Christ is the Savior 
of mankind. The Gospel, the Word and the Plan are manifested through Him. These things in 
John are exciting and contain so much information. In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 


